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Syllabus  

PROJECT II 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
AND PURPOSE 
 
 

The Project II course provides to student ability to read, write, speak 
and listen effectively, ability to gather, assess, record, apply and 
comparatively evaluate relevant information within coursework 
and design processes. The critical thinking-conceptualizing-
interpreting- problem definition and problem solving are the main 
stages of the studio. 
 

   The main objective of the course is enabling students to perceive, 
investigate, interpret, and analyze human-space-object (product)-
environment relationships in the context of Nature & Culture, to 
gain creative skills on defining/solving problems as well as to 
articulate architectural proposals to gain the expertise in using the 
fundamental terminology of profession. Students can develop 
design alternatives in relation with the natural, cultural and 
conceptual context and by taking into consideration the structural, 
material, construction parameters related to the design’s scale 
through this course. 

 
MODULE PROJECTS  

This module includes 4 projects. The assessment of each project is 

executed separately. A more comprehensive description and 

objectives of each project can be found in the weekly schedule 

below. 

 

The projects are expected to touch to the complementary themes 

(Being, body (anthropometry, capacities and limitations), space / 

Human, object, parameters of design/ Structure, loads, material, 

parameters/ Human, culture, nature/urban experience, 

physiological, sociological and bodily experiences in urban space). 

The students will gain skills in developing design alternatives in 

relation with the natural, cultural and conceptual context and by 

taking into consideration the structural, material, construction 

parameters related to the design's scale. This module provides the 

students with necessary skills to be able to present their research 

and design works by verbal, written and visual techniques. 

 

 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR 

ACTIVITIES 
There will be several excursions to specific sites acknowledged in the 
weekly schedule. The participation to these outings and other 
activities such as film screenings and seminars are mandatory.  
 

STUDIO STUDIO HOURS 
It is important that students attend the studio and actively 
participate in all the activities/discussions carried out/held during 
the course hours. Minimum 80% attendance is required. 
Attendance will be taken before 9am. 
 
DISCUSSION 
The works are commonly discussed in order to develop proposals of 
the students. Thus, the students are expected to develop a critical 
thinking perspective. 
 
 



 

SKETCHBOOK 

The students are expected to keep a written/visual/diagrammatic 
log of their design process in a sketchbook; where they keep their 
sketches, notes and ideas regarding their projects. These 
sketchbooks will be included in the assessment process. The 
students are expected to use various techniques (drawings, 
diagrams, collages, writing etc.) in representing his/her ideas. 
 
EXHIBITION 
Each work is exhibited at the end of the process.  
 
JURY ASSESSMENT 
The students are expected to express their works in front of a jury 
in the final project. Juries compose of course instructors and invited 
jury members. 

 
 

EVALUATION 
SCHEME 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

CRITERIA 

Activities Quantity 
Effects of 

Grading 

Projects 3 % 60 

Final Project 
+ 
Final Jury (on Week 
14/15) 

1 % 40 

 

 
 
 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Package name Short description Main objectives 

Life of Light 
 
Week 1 

Creating atmospheric 

scenarios/ sets with 
experimenting material 
and immaterial sources. 

 
1- Light studies will be 
documented through 

photographs, storyboards 
and diagrams. 
 

2- Still shots will be 
implemented into short 
film, La Jetée by Chris 

Marker, 1962. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

- Awareness of integrated and 

multi-faceted aspects of design 
situations. 
- Ways of autonomously 

responding to vague design 
situations through the construction 
of problem-solution pairs. 

- Studying with physical models 
and sketches. 
- Awareness towards capabilities 

of material, immaterial and working 
details. 
- Documentation skills 

(photographs, sketches and 
diagrams). 
- Expressing proposals and ideas 

within group discussions both 
orally and through design 
documentation. 

- Analytical skills towards dynamic 
physical arrangements. 
- Presenting a work to an 

audience, both in person and with 
graphical exhibition materials. 

Learning Outcomes: 
1- Acquire the experience of planning, design and composition 

in various scales and scopes. 
3- Use basic research, analysis and synthesis techniques for the 
solution of a planning/design problem. 

6- Establish the relationship among design, presentation, and 
production/construction. 



Kabataş-in-
between 
 
Weeks 2-3 

Connecting different levels 
of Kabataş-Setüstü with 

considering rapid urban 
life. 

 

1- Structural elements 
should be considered 
parallel with considering 

human body, posture, 
movement, body-space 
interactions, tectonic 

relations and 
experimenting through 
different scales. 

 
2- The in-between space 
will be documented with 

physical models, 
diagrams, texts, technical 
drawings and storyboards 

describing the scenario of 
the connection space. 

- Awareness of the potentially 
infinite depth and breadth of a 

design context. 
- Awareness of anthropometric 
and ergonomic issues, relationship 

of human body, posture, 
movement and time with space, 
materiality and form.  

- Awareness of the tectonic and 
structural constitution of objects. 
- Awareness of materiality. 

- Awareness of re-usability. 
- Ability for constructing design 
narratives. 

- Awareness of the complex 
relationships of designed artifacts 
with life and events. 

- Analytical skills towards complex 
physical arrangements and their 
functions and interactions. 

- An initial awareness of the 
morphology and dynamics of 
human body and its interactions 

with space and form. 
- Introduction to spatial context. 
- Iteratively developing a design 

proposal. 
- Developing design solutions 
facilitating utilitarian issues through 

the use of form, space and time.  
- Studying with physical models 
- Expressing proposals and ideas 

within group discussions both 
orally and through design 
documentation. 

- Presenting a work with models, 
diagrams, graphics, texts. 

Learning Outcomes: 

1- Acquire the experience of planning, design and composition 

in various scales and scopes.  
2- Develop critical thinking ability.  
3- Use basic research, analysis and synthesis techniques for the 

solution of a planning/ design problem.  
4- Establish the connections of plan and design with natural and 
cultural scope. 

5- Develop materials, building and construction systems with 
design in integrated way.  
6- Establish the relationship among design, presentation, and 

production/ construction. 

Fantastic 
Topographies 
-station 
 
Weeks 4-7 

A station to make a stop, 
observation, and etc. 
within imagined fantastic 

topographies between 
natural – human made 
modes. 

 
1- The study will begin 
with analyzing of given 

fantastic topographies 
which displays a diverse 
combination of urban and 

natural content.  
 
2- Each student will 

imagine and construct 
their station within given 
topographies spatially and 

temporally through 
sketching, modelling and 
diagrammatic 

representation. 

- Understanding a complex 
topography. 
- Understanding and manipulating 

spatial conditions. 
-In-depth examination of a specific 
spatial situation through 

observation and documentation. 
- Awareness of the complex 
relationships of designed artifacts 

with life and events. 
- An initial awareness of the 
morphology and dynamics of 

human body and its interactions 
with space and form. 
- Iteratively developing a design 

proposal. 
- Studying with physical models, 
diagrams and 2D drawings. 

- Presenting a work with models, 
graphics, texts. 
 

 

Learning Outcomes: 
1- Acquire the experience of planning, design and composition 
in various scales and scopes.  

2- Develop critical thinking ability.  
3- Use basic research, analysis and synthesis techniques for the 
solution of a planning/ design problem.  

4- Establish the connections of plan and design with natural and 
cultural scope. 
5- Develop materials, building and construction systems with 



design in integrated way.  
6- Establish FCC relationship among design, presentation, and 

production/ construction. 

Mid Term 
Break  
Week 8 

No Classes; 

120-ways-of-
living 
 
Weeks 9-15 

Seminar series on living 
units of 20th century. 

 
120-ways-of-living 
emerging along with an 

exploration of body-space 
interactions within Adalar 
topographies. 

 
1- Deep study on Adalar 
(Büyükada, Heybeliada, 

Burgazada and Kınalıada) 
as an on-site study. The 
students will observe and 

document Adalar in terms 
of its urban and rural 
dynamics, exploring its 

rhythms, habits, 
inhabitants -both human 
and non-human. 

 
2. A way of living will be 
proposed within 

urban/rural, human/non-
human dynamics. 

- Introduction to urban/rural 
context. 

- In-depth examination of a specific 
site through observation and 
documentation. 

- Awareness of the complex 
relationships of designed artifacts 
with life and events. 

- Awareness of the temporal 
aspects of design. 
- Iteratively constructing a 

problem-solution pair. 
- Studying with physical models. 
- Studying with diagrams. 

- Expressing and discussing 
proposals and ideas within group 
discussions both orally and 

through design documentation. 
- Designing custom-made 
representation techniques. 

- Presenting a work with models, 
texts, drawings, and other 
graphics. 

Learning Outcomes: 
1- Acquire the experience of planning, design and composition 

in various scales and scopes.  
2- Develop critical thinking ability.  
3- Use basic research, analysis and synthesis techniques for the 

solution of a planning/ design problem.  
4- Establish the connections of plan and design with natural and 
cultural scope. 

5- Develop materials, building and construction systems with 
design in integrated way.  
6- Establish the relationship among design, presentation, and 

production/ construction. 
 

 
 
READING LIST 

 
 
1. John Berger, Görme Biçimleri, Metis Yayınları, 1995. 
2. Francis D.K. Ching, Architecture, Form, Space & Order, 1979. 
3. Simon Unwin, Analysing Architecture, 3rd ed., Routledge, 2009. 
4. Farshid Moussavi, Biçimin İşlevi, YEM Yayın, ISBN: 

9789944757508, 2011. 
5. Farshid Moussavi and Michael Kubo, The Function of Ornament, 

Actar, ISBN: 8496540502, 2006. 
6. A. Janson, F. Tigges, Fundamental Concepts of Architecture, 

Birkhäuser, Basel, 2014 
7. Robert Harbison, Thirteen Ways: Theoretical Investigations in 

Architecture, MIT Press, 1997. 
8. Paul Shepheard, What is Architecture?: An Essay on 

Landscapes, Buildings, and Machines, MIT Press, 1994. 
9. Adrian Forty, Words and Buildings: A Vocabulary of Modern 

Architecture, Thames & Hudson, London, 2004. 
10. Bruno Zevi, Mimariyi Görmeyi Öğrenmek, Çev. D. Divanlıoğlu,  

Birsen Yayınları, 1990. 
11. Steen Eiler Rasmussen, Yaşanan Mimari, Çev. Ömer Erduran, 2. 

Baskı, Remzi Kitabevi, ISBN 9751413895, 2013. 
12. Peter Zumthor, Atmospheres: Architectural Environments - 

Surrounding Objects, Birkhäuser GmbH; 5th Edition, 2006. 
13. Juhani Pallasmaa, J., Tenin Gözleri, Translated by Aziz Ufuk Kılıc, 

YEM Yayın, 2011 . 



14. Andrea Deplazes (ed.), Constructing Architecture: Materials, 
Processes, Structures, a Handbook, Birkhäuser, 2005. 

15. Kevin Archer, The city: The basics, Routledge, 2012. 
16. Amos Rapoport, Human aspects of urban form: towards a man-

environment approach to urban form and design, Elsevier, 
2016. 

17. Massimo Sargolini, Urban landscapes: Environmental networks 
and the quality of life, Springer Science & Business Media, 
2012. 

18. F. Matos Wunderlich, Walking and rhythmicity: Sensing urban 
space. Journal of Urban Design, 13(1), 125-139, 2008. 

19. D. Quercia, R. Schifanella, L. M. Aiello, K. McLean, Smelly maps: 
the digital life of urban smellscapes, arXiv preprint 
arXiv:1505.06851, 2015. https://arxiv.org/abs/1505.06851. 

20. G. Friesinger, J. Grenzfurthner, T. Ballhausen (Eds), Urban 
hacking: Cultural jamming strategies in the risky spaces of 
modernity, transcript Verlag, 2014. 

21. David Harvey, The right to the city, International Journal of 
Urban and Regional Research, 27: 939-941, 2003, Doi: 
10.1111/j.0309-1317.2003.00492.x 

22. G.W. Reid, From Concept to Form in Landscape Design, Van 
Nostrand Reinhold, New York, 1993. 

23. Cengiz Giritlioğlu, Şehirsel Mekan Öğeleri ve Tasarımı, İ.T.Ü 
Mimarlık Fak., İstanbul, 1998. 

24. C. Moughtin, Urban Design: Street And Square, Butterworth-
Heinmann, İngiltere, 1992. 

25. D.C. Joseph,E.K. Lee, Time-Saver Standards for Site Planning, 
New York: Mcgraw- Hill, 1984. 

26. Marco Frascari, Architects, never eat your macaroni without a 
proper sauce, 2013. 

27. Bernard Tschumi, The Manhattan Transcripts, 1981. 
28. Jun’ichiro Tanizaki, In Praise of Shadows, 1933 [1977]. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.0309-1317.2003.00492.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.0309-1317.2003.00492.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.0309-1317.2003.00492.x

