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FROM STORY TO 
SPACE 
 
 
 
 
 

The Project III course provides the student with the ability to read, write, 
speak and listen effectively, ability to gather, assess, record, apply and 
comparatively evaluate relevant information within the coursework and 
design processes. Critical thinking - conceptualizing - interpreting - 
problem definition and problem solving are the main stages of the studio. 

 

The main objective of the course is enabling the students to perceive, 
investigate, interpret, and analyze human - space - object (product) - 
environment relationships in the context of Nature and Culture, to gain 
creative problem solving skills and to gain the expertise in using the 
fundamental terminology of the profession. Students can develop design 
alternatives in relation with the natural, cultural and conceptual context 
and by taking into consideration the structural, material, construction 
parameters related to the scale of design through this course. 

 

A: Tutor: Funda Uz 

*studio emphasizes the design research on “collecting, accumulating, 
utilizing”: action of understanding the spatial value of the relation 
between water and city and architecting it in context and in various 
scales. Studio aims to research the ways of operating on 
topographical/historical layers and architectural programming. These two 
objectives will be discussed in the both sides of Bozdoğan / Valens 
Aqueduct district. Studio favours archi-tectonic inquiry, theoretical 
exploration, alternative representation techniques and tools in various 
media such as modelling, mapping, film, collaging, and performativity. 

 

B: Tutor: Hakan Şengün 

House of Muse aims to explore the studio / house as a tool for 
understanding art and an artist being present in space and time. The main 
issue will be studied in 3 consecutive aspects : Research : Artist , Space : 
Collection and Project : Tectonics. Active participation and attendance is 
highly important for the course. Students will all submit a portfolio and a 
final project at the end of the semester. 

 

C: Tutor: Demet Arslan Dinçay 

 
The studio aims to explore the interior space under the theme “Literature 
of Space”. The main object of the project is to create a unique space both 
in urban and interior scales, making use of all the clues hidden in between 
the lines of a well-known book. 

 
 
MODULES& 
SEMINARS 

 
 

Commun activities contains project titled with “CITY STAIRS”/ STAIRSCAPE 
CITY, seminars which are explained below and “Modulex” Exhibition of 
common module project and CHARETTE/ Architectural Competition  
“STAIRSCAPEX” about an extension on a communal stair in the city.  

 

 



 

COMMON MODULE (CM) :  STAIRSCAPE 
 “Stairscape” can be understood as a concept bearing various meanings, 
which reminds us of both individual and shared human experiences about 
the city.  
The concept of a ‘city’ is associated with an upper scale, while the 
concept of a ‘stairs’ is associated with a subscale being an agent to 
connect different topographical layers/ levels.   
Our body affirms the topography of the city while we are walking. Stairs 
are indispensable elements of shortcuts of urban routes in Istanbul. 
The “Stairscape” study is considered in three stages. The first part of the 
study is to understand and explore the city stairs. The tools of the 
research are varied; texts, sketches, photographs, and collages ... The 
second part of the study is the representation of the city stairs with 
axonometric drawings and models. The third part of the study will be 
considered as a “student project competition”. It is described as “a folly 
for the stairs”. 
Thus the concept of an ‘urban stair’ involves openness and publicness, 
where people come together spontaneously or in a planned way. 
Regarding these various connotations, the ‘Stairscape” Project aims to 
design spaces and focuses on production, interaction, sharing, 
renewal/recycle, socialization, recreation,... for various daily life activities.  

 
COMMON SEMINARS 
CM/S1: Oruç Çakmaklı 
CM/S2: Funda Uz: “Urban Interior as a New Publicity Concept” 
CM/S3: Demet Arslan Dincay: “Spatial Atmosphere” 
CM/S4: Hakan: Tectonics and Poetics of Architecture 
 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

 
Other activities such as trips, lectures, juries are considered to support 
ongoing projects during the semester. The outcomes of these activities 
are exhibited in colloquium at the end of the semester. The participation 
to these outings and other activities are mandatory. 

 
STUDIO  

 
Studio is a production space where all students learn from each other 
through discussions and presentations. During studio hours daily 
assignments will be given. The work produced will be shared and 
discussed in order to discover critical qualities related to the problem at 
hand. Students will develop their work based on studio critiques through 
home works which in turn will be discussed in the next studio hour. 
Students are responsible to discover the best means to communicate 
their ideas using drawings and models. 

DISCUSSION 

The works are commonly discussed in order to develop proposals of the 
students. Thus, the students are expected to develop a critical thinking 
perspective. 

 

PROJECT DIARY 

The students are expected to keep a written/visual log of their design 
process in a project diary; where they keep their sketches, notes and 
ideas regarding their projects. These project diaries will be included in the 
assessment process. The students are expected to use various techniques 
(drawings, diagrams, collages, writing etc.) in representing his/her ideas. 



 

 

EXHIBITION- MODULEX 

Common exhibition will be on the seventh week with all sections. 

ATTENDANCE 

It is important that students attend the studio and actively participate in 
all the activities/discussions carried out/held during the course hours. 
Students are only allowed a maximum of 5 absences. The 6th absence will 
automatically cause the student to fail the course.  

At the beginning of every studio day, at 13:15, an online session of 
discussion on various architectural topics will be held.  

At the end of every studio day a daily visual report will be submitted as a 
proof of attendance. 
 
 

EVALUATION 
CRITERIA 

EVALUATION CRITERIA AND EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

● Common Module 
               Reflection of interdisciplinary learning and graphic 

representation:Integrating interdisciplinary learning and 
representation techniques into individual projects. 

               Situation analysis,group presentation about the site, proposals 
about the site, by using posters, mapping and diagramming, 
sketches, photographs and field notes 

● Research 
              Preparation of a booklet about the site of the main project. 

Presentation and discussions on design, culture and nature. 
 

● Main Project 
              Group discussions and presentations about the site, seminars,  

proposing initial ideas and developing individual 
proposals/projects about the site. 

 

 Activities Quantit
y 

Effects of 

Grading 

ASSESSMENT 

CRITERIA 

COMMON MODULE  1 % 20 

RESEARCH 1 % 10 

MAIN PROJECT 1 % 70 

 

* Minimum requirements for final submission: 
● Mapping and diagrams  
● Technical drawings (plans, elevations, sections (in appropriate 

scales, which will be announced later) 
● 3D expressions (different types of perspectives)  
● Storyboards, transcripts, serial sections, models  
● Panoramas 
● Students may use additional materials.  
● Digital versions will be uploaded to a drive folder (will be 

announced).  
 
 

 



 
 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEK  DATE  MODUL
E  

STUDIO TOPIC 

1 
16.09.2019 CM:  

Introduction to the studio 
S1: Oruç Çakmaklı 

19.09.2019 CM +MP Seminar2 and Excursion  

2 

23.09.2019 CM:  
Seminar 3 
STAIRSCAPE: 
CompetitionAnnouncement 

26.09.2019 CM 
STAIRSCAPE:  

Sketches & Narratives 

3 
30.09.2019 MP 

Seminar on İstanbul 
Excursion on Aqueduct. 

03.10.2019 MP Studio 

4 
07.10.2019 MP Studio Site Discussion 

10.10.2019 MP Sketches &Narratives 

5 
14.10.2019 CM Competition:Submission Jury 

17.10.2019 CM STAIRSCAPE: Exhibition 

6 
21.10.2019 MP Studio Discussion 

24.10.2019 MP Studio Discussion 

7 
28.10.2019 MP Studio Discussion 

31.10.2019 MP Studio Discussion 

 
4-8 November 2019: BREAK 

 

8 
11.11.2019 CM +MP Seminar4 + Studio 

14.11.2019 MP Studio 

9 
18.11.2019 MP Studio 

21.11.2019 MP Studio 

10 
25.11.2019 MP Studio 

28.11.2019 MP Studio 

11 
02.12.2019 MP Jury Session 

05.12.2019 MP Jury Session 

12 
09.12.2019 MP Studio 

12.12.2019 MP Studio 

13 
16.12.2019 MP Studio 

19.12.2019 MP Studio 

14 
23.12.2019 MP Studio 

26.12.2019 MP Studio 
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