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PR3 | COMMON MODULE  |  

FIELD TRIP & INTERDISCIPLINARY COMMON 

MODULE II 

This common module will be held within Project III of the Foundation Studio for two studio meetings of 

the second week of the Fall semester of the 2019-2020 academic year. The activities of Common 

Module II are designed to bring the knowledge and professional outlook of the academic disciplines 

including architecture, urban and regional planning. Altogether, the instructors will provide a learning 

environment for students from these five departments. Attendees will work on common design 

problems, be expected to apply the knowledge and use the skills acquired via their respective 

experiences of their previous and current semesters. 

 

QUESTIONS TO EXAMINE 

What is the main idea behind analyzing an environment? What are the image of the city elements? In 

which ways can we question, read, understand and interpret the urban core of Kartepe? What does 

Kartepe’s physical environment and socio-economic structure look like? How do we understand the key 

natural, physical and socio-economic aspects of an urban settlement? What are the dynamics that 

shape the relationship between us humans and our living spaces? How can we learn from a human 

settlement? What do the terms urban pattern and urban identity refer to? In which way will urban 

reading inform your personal project? What are the urban problems and potentials of the region? What 

are the urban characteristics of the area? How can we detect the potentials and problems of an area? 

What is the urban morphology / recurring geometries of Kartepe? What are the common materials 

used? What is the daily routine of an inhabitant of Kartepe? Where does he/she go? How does he/she 

travel? How can we represent this journey on a map? What types of items do they carry with 

themselves from home and away? What could be the items that can be related to mobility? How do the 

items be integrated to a usage scenario? How do the items be shaped by contextual and environmental 

factors? How can we reflect these characteristics, activities and other findings to our group work?  
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More on the module content 

ACTIVITIES, OUTCOMES, INSTRUCTIONS 

Students from all disciplines will work with every instructor in this common module.  

weekly schedule 
 
 

Lesson I | September 30, Monday 
Field Trip to Kartepe: 
Primary data collection for urban image (the paths, edges, landmarks, nodes, 
regions), urban reading, examination of problems and potentials 
 
Urban pattern and identity 
Poster study 
 

objectives 

 
Main objectives of this common module are to: 
question, read, understand and interpret Kartepe in all the aspects and at 
every discipline’s context; 
work and create an interdisciplinary interaction with group members; 
derive inputs from the interdisciplinary work to personal projects. 
 

learning outcomes Students who participate in this common module will learn to: 
design alternatives in relation with the cultural and conceptual context by 
taking into consideration the parameters related to various scales; 
understand the relationships between structure, environment, function and 
culture; 
enhance skills for questioning, reading, understanding and interpreting urban 
space; 
gain sensitivity in visual perception, develop creative, critical thinking and 
problem solving skills. 
 

material Maps 
Sketch book/notebook,  
Pencils/pens for sketching and taking notes,  
Mixed media for making posters  
Camera, 
Computer (if needed) 
 

home/studio 
assignments 

This Common Module will start with a field trip and continue with group study. 
The course will be conducted by all instructors consisting all the majors (MIM-
SBP). 
 
During the Interdisciplinary Common Module II, within mini groups of students 
from all majors, attendees will be asked to produce a collaborative poster of 
the data and observations they have gathered in the field trip. The field trip 
product will highlight historic and modern characteristics of the study area 
regarding the urban pattern, buildings, image of the city elements; paths, 
edges, landmarks, nodes, regions and the user interactions. 
 
At the end of the course, the posters will be presented and criticized by all 
instructors. Therefore, it would be better for students to keep in touch after 
the first common module with their group, and if possible, start working on 
their posters after the field trip. 
 
The technique and sheet size for presentation of the poster is free. 
Interdisciplinary groups can choose any technique among 2D drawings, 
photographs, free-hand perspectives and notes, photomontage, collages, and 
3D images. 

 

 


