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This 14-week studio is organized to enhance planning students’ ability 
to examine natural, built and socio-economic environments, and reflect 
their site-related knowledge to the urban structure they design from a 
holistic and sustainable perspective. Throughout three modules, mini-
lectures and drawing exercises will guide the students on data 
collection, analysis and synthesis, developing concept alternatives, and 
generate a site plan and a neighborhood unit. Planning modules are 
accompanied by two interdisciplinary workshops throughout the studio, 
which aims to enrich the students’ perspectives in an interdisciplinary 
and interactive learning environment that consists of instructors and 
students from department of landscape and interior architecture. 
The SBP content of Project III is designed to plan a site with a 
neighborhood unit while promoting sustainability under the main 
studio theme, housing. Within this scope, the contents of the studio are 
as follows: 

 Analysis of natural environment, built environment, and socio-
economic structure in the context of site planning; 

 Assessment of natural environment, built environment, and socio-
economic structure in the context of site planning; 

 Decision-making techniques in site planning; 

 Generating concept alternatives for a site plan; 

 Developing a select concept alternative into a site plan; 

 Generating a neighborhood design that corresponds to the site 
plan; and 

 Written, oral and graphic expression techniques 
 
The study area of Project III is determined as Kartepe. The new 
development areas determined in 1/5000 Land-Use Plan (Nazım İmar 
Planı) will be accepted as potential sites (case areas) to develop. Exact 
boundaries of the site will be determined by a series of analysis and 
assessment techniques carried out. These steps are followed by 
adoption of site planning and design techniques as explained in the 
weekly schedule below. 
 
Besides two interdisciplinary workshops, the urban planning studio is 
mainly comprised of three modules: 
 

 MODULE I: Analysis and synthesis of existing natural, built and 
socio-economic environments 

 MODULE II: Development of concept alternatives and site plan 

 MODULE III: Neighborhood unit design 
 

MODULES 

 
 

MODULE I: ANALYSIS AND SYNTHESIS OF EXISTING NATURAL, BUILT 
and SOCIO-ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENTS  
(19 September- 17 October 2019) 

This module focuses on various dynamics that shape the relationship 
between human and environment. We will gather and analyse data on 
natural and built environments as well as the socio-economic structure, 
prioritize the gathered data, and produce a synthesis of analyses. We 
will thus interpret the relationship between man-made and natural 
systems in urban space. 
 



AIM AND OBJECTIVES 

The primary aim of this module is to enhance the ability to understand 
the relationship between natural and built environments via analysing 
and synthesizing procedures. This module is also designed to explore the 
relationship be 
tween the urban space and the urban community so as to perceive and 
the socio-economic dynamics and trends. Exploring urban changes, 
integration of newcomers to the society and the new daily life that future 
developments will impact are the foci of this module. 

QUESTIONS TO EXAMINE 

What is natural environment and built environment? Why do we need 
to explore natural and built environment? What does analysis mean? 
What is the main idea behind analysing an environment? How do we 
understand the key natural, physical and socio-economic aspects of an 
urban settlement? What are the dynamics shaping the relationship 
between human and environment? How can we learn from a human 
settlement? What does built environment tell us about the nature? 
How do we analyse the natural components of an environment? What 
is synthesis? How do we prioritize the many characteristics of an 
environment? What is an assessment technique? How do we compare 
alternative assessment techniques? 
 

MODULE II: DEVELOPMENT OF CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES, SITE PLAN 
(21 October - 28 November 2019) 

This module focuses mainly on gaining knowledge and ability of 
alternative scenario development related to analysis and synthesis of 
the existing study area conditions studied in the previous module. 

AIM AND OBJECTIVES 
In this module, students acquire alternative decision making processes 
by bearing in mind the dynamics of the area. Together with the 
determination of the potentials and problems of regarding the area, 
this module enables to achieve concept development and to attain the 
knowledge of future developments of the space. Household analysis 
(future users; focused on social, economic and cultural aspects), 
alternatives of site selection, examination of transportation 
infrastructure, and production of alternative neighbourhood function 
schemes are the main components of this module. Based on these 
researches it is expected to generate these concepts related to users’ 
demand. Towards the end of the module, the students are expected to 
select one concept alternative and further develop it as a site plan. 

QUESTIONS TO EXAMINE 
What is concept alternative? What is project development? What is the 
significance of analysis and synthesis of an area for scenario 
development? What are the dynamics of an area? And how are the 
dynamics of an area being impacted from its problems and potentials? 
Why is it important to have a thorough understanding of the local 
population and its socio-economic trends? How do we conduct 
household analysis which projects future users’ social, economic and 
cultural aspects? What are the linkages between diverse types of 
neighbourhood design? What is the connection between a concept 
alternative and a site plan? 
 
 
 



EVALUATION 
CRITERIA AND 
EXPECTED 
LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 
 

JURY OUTCOMES 

1:5000 AND/OR 1:2000 SCALE ANALYSES (GROUP WORK) 
1. Analyses of natural environment 
2. Topographic unit analysis 
3. Analyses of the urban pattern, density and transportation in 

built environment  
4. Assessment of existing land use plan and prospects for future 
5. Assessment of interviews with Muhtar and real estate agencies 
6. Household (future user) analysis (focused on social, economic, 

cultural aspects) 
7. Research of housing typologies 

INDIVIDUAL WORK  
1. 1:5000 and/or 1:2000 scale synthesis 
2. 1:5000 and/or 1:2000 scale site plan 
3. 1:1000 and/or 1:500 scale neighborhood design alternatives 
4. 1:1000 scale model of the project 
5. Project research folder, project report, A3-size portfolio, 

CD/DVD with A3-size maps in PDF format and all submissions in 
original file format 

EVALUATION Type Amount % Total 

Common Workshops Outcome Submission 2 20 

Midterm Evaluation Draft submissions 6 40 

Final Evaluation Final submission 1 40 
 

  

MODULE III: NEIGHBOURHOOD UNIT DESIGN  
(2 December – 26 December 2019) 

Expanding on the concept development selected in the previous 
module, this module focuses on enhancing knowledge and ability 
regarding site planning and neighbourhood unit design. 

AIM AND OBJECTIVES 
The main aim of this module is to enhance the site plan and produce 
corresponding neighbourhood designs which consist of multiple types of 
housing blocks and clusters and a reflection of the associations between 
the designed neighbourhood and the nearby existing settlement. 
Accordingly, other essential goals include establishing multi-dimensional 
connections between urban facilities and housing areas, deciding on the 
diverse urban facility types and sizes, and examining these areas from an 
urban space perspective which fosters opportunities of resident-public 
interaction as well as proximity and accessibility to facilities. 
Development of the different neighbourhood units with distinctive 
housing clusters based on household sizes/types and social/physical 
necessities of dwellers are also within the framework of this module. 

QUESTIONS TO EXAMINE 
What is site planning? What is neighbourhood design? How are 
neighbourhoods designed based on family sizes and types? How do we 
accommodate social, physical and natural needs of residents? What is 
housing cluster? In what ways can residential buildings come together? 
Which facilities are located in urban areas? How do we decide on the type 
and size of facilities? What are the differences between 1:5000 site plan 
and 1:1000 neighbourhood design in terms of design approaches? Which 
details are attached in 1:500 neighbourhood design? What are important 
differences of technical drawing and presentation at different scales? 



WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

   

week date  studio topic 

M
O

D
U

LE
 I 

1 16September 
Monday 

Introduction to TES III Studios: 
a short brief about the studio structure 

19 September 
Thursday 

Introduction to Site Analysis: Natural environment  

Elevation; slope; surface water drainage; aspect; prevailing winds 

2 23 September 
Monday 

Site Analysis: Built and socio-economic environment analyses 

Land use and transportation; building density; urban facilities; Analysis 
of social and economic structures 

26 September 
Thursday 

Site Analysis: Natural, built and socio-economic environment 
analysis 

3 30 September 
Monday 

SITE VISIT to Kartepe 

3 October 
Thursday 

D1_ Draft Submission on Natural, built and socio-economic 
environment analysis 

Common Workshop I | Creative Topographies |:  
W1 Desk Critics | PEM-SBP groups 

4 7 October 
Monday 

Common Workshop I | Creative Topographies |:  
W1 Submission_in physical model and drawing format  

Finalizing Site Analysis: Natural, built and socio-economic 
environment analysis 
Critiques and reviews 

10 October 
Thursday 

Synthesis:  

Assessment of natural, socio-economic and built environment 

5 14 October 
Monday 

D2_ Draft Submission on Synthesis  

Household analysis and concept alternatives:  
Household analysis (future users; focused on social, economic, cultural 
aspects); transportation infrastructure; neighborhood units scheme 

17 October 
Thursday 

Common Workshop II | From databases to urban stories |:  

W2 Desk Critics | ICM-PEM-SBP groups 

M
O

D
U

LE
 II

 

6 21 October 
Monday 

Common Workshop II | From databases to urban stories |:  
W2 Pin-up_ in poster format 

Introduction to Housing Site Alternatives:  
Discussion from the cases: Site selection; transportation infrastructure; 
neighborhood function scheme 

24 October 

Thursday 

Mapping housing alternatives  
Representation of a housing site with its location; road networks; urban 
uses and comprehensive context from a movie, book, exhibition, etc… 

7 28 October 

Monday 

Development of concept alternatives:  
Site selection; transportation infrastructure; neighborhood function 
scheme 

31 October 

Thursday 

Interdisciplinary Work Exhibition 
D3_exhibition of entire materials,   
Analysis, Synthesis and Concept (collaboration with entire groups) 

8 4 - 7 NOVEMBER 2018: TERM BREAK 

9 11 November 
Monday 

Introduction to site plan: 
Development of draft site plan module with a unique delivered 
housing unit; mapping function scheme (1/1000) 

14 November 
Thursday 

Development of original site plan: Selection of proper housing 
units; function scheme and proposal (1/5000 or 1/2000) 

10 18 November, 
Monday 

Lecture | Konut Semineri |: 
Lecture by …  

Site plan: Development of selected alternative; function scheme and 
proposal; decision-making related to housing units (1/5000 or 1/2000) 

21 November 
Thursday 

From site plan to neighborhood design:  
Development of selected alternative; function scheme and proposal; 
decision-making related to housing blocks (1/1000) 

   



   

week date  studio topic 

M
O

D
U

LE
 II

 

6 25 November 
Monday 

From site plan to neighborhood design:  
Development of selected alternative; function scheme and proposal; 
decision-making related to housing blocks (1/1000) 

28 November 
Thursday 

D4_ First Draft Submission on Site Plan  (1/1000) 

Introduction to neighborhood design:  
Literature Discussion and cases for alternative housing, cluster 
typologies; spatial organizations  (1/1000) 

M
O

D
U

LE
 II

I 
12 2 December 

Monday 
THE PANEL | Design Through Competitions 
ICM-PEM-SBP groups 

5 December 
Thursday 

Neighborhood design:  
Alternative housing, cluster typologies; spatial organizations  (1/1000) 

13 9 December 
Monday 

Neighborhood design:  
Alternative housing, cluster typologies; spatial organizations  (1/1000) 

12 December 
Thursday 

D5_ Second Draft Submission on Site Plan  (1/1000) 

Neighborhood design:  
Alternative housing, cluster typologies; spatial organizations  (1/500) 

14 16 December 
Monday 

Neighborhood design:  
Alternative housing, cluster typologies; spatial organizations  (1/500) 

19 December 
Thursday 

Neighborhood design:  
Alternative housing, cluster typologies; spatial organizations  (1/500) 

15 23 December 
Monday 

D6_Final Drafts on Neighborhood design (1/1000 – 1/500):  
Feedback from PEM Instructor Assoc. Prof. Meltem Erdem Kaya 

Alternative housing and cluster typologies; spatial organizations 
(1/1000 or 1/500) 

26 December 
Thursday 

Revisions and graphic presentation: Site plan and neighborhood 
design (1:5000 and/or 1:2000, 1:1000 and/or 1:500) 

 

 
COMMON 
WORKSHOP AND 
PANEL 
 

  

Brief on  
main studio 

Informality to order in neighbourhood design 

 The studio covers the entire curriculum of urban and regional 
planning studio, titled “housing site planning and design”. While 
accomplishing the common objective of: 

“examination of natural, built and socio-economic 
environments, and reflecting site-related knowledge to the 
urban structure in a holistic and sustainable perspective” 

this studio will integrate the principle of: 
“cross- disciplinary approaches to neighbourhood design 
with distinctive housing clusters, responding changing 
household sizes / types and their social and spatial demands” 

and will cover changing representation tools and resources when 
mapping and discussing housing alternatives as:  

“subjective mapping of housing sites, in informal schemes, 
delivered from a movie, book, exhibition, etc… and 
interpolation of architectural stereotypes from [Western] 
ordered schemes” 

3 October 
Thursday 

Common Workshop I | Creative Topographies |:  
W1 Desk Critics | PEM-SBP groups 

 The workshop include direct involvement of instructors and 
students of Landscape architecture and urban and regional 
planning undergraduate programs. In the contexts of the 
workshop the topographical transects of Gölyazı and Kartepe will 
be modeled by the student groups. Different modelling 
techniques and representation modes of topography will be 
investigated and utilized during the workshop. Students are 
expected to define a path by using the potentials of the 
topography. Beyond the conventional techniques the workshop 
invites students to discover different tools for analyzing, 
modeling and designing the topography. 



17 October 
Thursday 

Common Workshop II | From databases to urban stories |:  
W2 Desk Critics | ICM-PEM-SBP groups 

 The workshop aims to discuss the urban quarters with their 
common figures and statistics, which refers to term of 
“database”. Students are asked to find proper indicator(s), 
reflecting their subjective appraisals, and map these quantitative 
measures in visualized materials. They may gather related data 
derived from in-situ experimentation and published documents, 
and transfer into a layout with preferred representation. 

18 November, 
Monday 

Lecture | Konut Semineri |: 
Lecture by …  

 A lecture will be given by an architect instructor in order to 
understand housing as a comprehensive issue 

2 December 
Monday 

THE PANEL | Design Through Competitions 
ICM-PEM-SBP groups 

 The main objective of the panel is to introduce students the 
culture of design competitions. One-day panel will include 
professionals who has experiences and hold awards from 
interdisciplinary design competitions both at the national and 
international levels. The panel aims to create an open platform 
in which students can learn about the process of competition, 
the role of competition as a catalyst of innovative ideas and 
tactics to deal with limitations and challenging conditions of 
design competitions from the perspective of professionals.   

23 December 
Monday 

D6_Final Drafts on Neighborhood design (1/1000 – 1/500):  
Feedback from PEM Instructor Assoc. Prof. Meltem Erdem Kaya 

 As the final jury, with the submitted schemes on 1/1000 and 
1/500, neighbourhood design of students will be reviewed and 
improved by the feedback from Meltem Erdem Kaya, with urban 
and landscape design components, including materials, 
structures and plantation of site plans and design …  
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