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Syllabus 

PROJECT II 
 

Course Description and Purpose 

Students who satisfactorily complete this course; 

1. Acquire the experience of planning, design and composition in various scales 
and scopes. 
2. Develop critical thinking ability. 
3. Use basic research, analysis and synthesis techniques for the solution of a 
planning/design problem. 
4. Establish the connections of plan and design with natural and cultural scope.  
5. Develop materials, building and construction systems with design in integrated 
way. 
6.  Establish the relationship among design, presentation, and 
production/construction. 

 

Module Projects / Process 

This module includes 5 projects, including the workshop week. The assessment 

of each project is executed separately. A more comprehensive description and 

objectives of each project can be found in the weekly schedule below. 

 

The module consists of four inter-linked projects: 

 

Me myself and I & My Corner  

[week: 1] 

This exercise will be an initiation / welcoming to the second term (and a 

preliminary study for the subsequent module called "topophilia"). Through a 

series of interpretative drawing exercises, the students will define themselves 

through spaces, while simultaneously defining spaces by developing and 

expressing their identities within those spaces. Thereby the students are expected 

to gain an integral understanding towards the relationships of spaces, 

atmospheres, inhabitation and involvement with the people and life that are 

involved with those spaces. 



 

 

Topophilia 

[weeks: 2-4] 

The "topophilia" module targets the development of an understanding towards 

the basic characteristics of topography. How is topography shaped and what is it 

exposed to? What does topography include/inhabit? How can we recreate a 

topography that recreates the motion and space and tells a new story? How are 

people connected with topography? How does topography create and recreate 

their movement, uses of spaces? Through a series of exercises, which will 

culminate in a design assignment, the students will study how topography could 

be understood, represented, modified, and/or manipulated. The exercises will 

start with the representation of a given set of topographies, with various/given 

materials and techniques of representation and scales. These spaces will be 

studied and discussed with respect to a set of questions such as "How and through 

which processes are topographies shaped? How can we move up, down and over a 

specific topography? How can we develop a topography that tells a new story? 

How are people connected with topography? How does topography create and 

recreate their movement, uses of spaces?" etc. With the guidance of these 

interpretative questions, and by way of a set of manipulating exercises, the 

students will gradually move towards their design proposals on how to locate / 

add / attach / recreate their "nooks" that they had studied in the previous 

exercise. A jury session is planned at the threshold of the initial proposals. 

 

Urban Station 

[weeks: 5-7] 

Through the "urban station" project, the students will experience and interpret a 

dense urban quarter in the context of a design assignment, for which they will 

have to propose and programmatically and spatially develop a small, preferably 

public / semi-public urban annex. The study will start with site visits and urban 

analyses (economic, cultural, spatial, etc.) and continue towards the detection of 

relevant topics and locations that will be the basis for design proposals. The 

overall theme will be the design of an "urban station" (yet, not for transportation), 

whose content will be defined by the students. The proposals will be developed 

with respect to the urban context, not only spatially but on socio-cultural and 

economic dimensions as well. 

 

Life and Production: 

[weeks: 10-14] 

Through the design of a small building, the final assignment of the term aims at 

bringing together all the skills and understandings that are expected to be 

developed throughout the year. The aim is the development of conceptual and 

programmatic proposals, functional layouts and basic tectonic and spatial 



qualities, at 1/50 scale and with an awareness and sensitivity towards urban and 

natural context. 

 

The module will start with an excursion. Overall, the students will study the life 

and economy of a small town / village. More specifically, they will choose 

potential sites, study the spatial characteristics of these sites from a design 

viewpoint, and devise conceptual proposals for this location.  

 

During the rest of the term, the students will be occupied with programmatically 

and spatially developing their proposals, moving between several scales and 

various representation types, and using various design development tools and 

approaches. At least one invited jury session is planned to support this process. 

The project will end with a final jury comprised of the same jury members invited 

during the process. 

Students will investigate and develop constructive answers to their spatial 

proposals, addressing and representing scenarios and systems of construction, 

including issues of spatial evolution of place, processes of production, occupancy 

and possibly post occupancy. Within this motivation, a field trip will be organized 

and the students will be expected to probe into the characteristics of the visited 

and experienced places, produce various representations and scenarios 

considering the life in these places, and finally ponder how to design and 

construct the mentioned investigations. 

 

Workshops: 

[week: 12] 

For the beginning of the second half of the semester, the studio will organize a set 

of (around 8-10) workshops to be developed and carried out by experts from 

various creative fields such as typography, graphic design, fashion design, 

automobile design, dance, theater, etc. The VC session at the end of the week 

(Friday afternoon) will be used for final presentations and exhibition openings for 

this week-long event. 

 

Jury & Common Discussion: 

[week: 15] 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  
 

The second half of the studio will start off with a 3 day site visit/excursion to 
Gölyazı/İznik. The final project will start of from individual and group exercises 
within this excursion, and continue to study the site(s) throughout the following 
weeks both by individual design exercise as well as studio film screenings and 
seminars. The participation to all of these activities are mandatory. 
 
 

   



Studio 

Studio Hours 
It is important that students attend the studio and actively participate in all the 
activities/discussions carried out/held during the course hours. 
Discussion 
The works are commonly discussed in order to develop proposals of the 
students. Thus, the students are expected to develop a critical thinking 
perspective. 
Sketchbook 

The students are expected to keep a written/visual/diagrammatic log of their 
design process in a sketchbook; where they keep their sketches, notes and ideas 
regarding their projects. These sketchbooks will be included in the assessment 
process. The students are expected to use various techniques (drawings, 
diagrams, collages, writing etc.)in representing his/her ideas. 
 
Exhibition 
Each work is exhibited at the end of the process.  
Jury Assessment 
The students are expected to express their works in front of a jury in the final 
project. Juries compose of course instructors and invited jury members. 
 

 

Evaluation Scheme   

Assessment 

Criteria 

Activities Quantity 
Effects of 

Grading 

Projects 5 % 60 

Final Submission 
(portfolio) 

1 % 40 

 

 

Weekly Schedule 

   1 
 

[week 1][week 2] 
4.2.19  
Monday 

Me myself 
and I & My 
nook 

"Introduction game" (Where is your nook? Why that nook? Who is it 
that is in that nook?). 
Drawing of the nook 
Feedbacks about previous term final submissions. 
Homework: In-situ analyses and drawing of the corners 
(Plans, sections and axonometric perspectives). 

7.2.19 
Thursday 

Superposed drawings together with the events, textures, light, etc that 
make up the character and life of that space. 

 2 

11.2.19 
Monday 

Topophilia Drawing of the corners 
(Plans, sections and axonometric perspectives) 
Pamphlet design and exhibition 
 
Representation of a given set of topographies 
Selection of topography samples 
Homework: Physical models of the selected topography samples 



(20x40x40cm). 

14.2.19 
Thursday 

Intervention on physical models of topographies (Efformation 
practices: Slope, moving, carving, pulling, twisting and annexing etc.) 
Homework:  Annexing experiments and first proposal on “my corner” 
project 

3 

18.2.19 
Monday 

Discussions on the interventions and “my corner” proposal poster. 

21.2.19 
Thursday 

Integrating “topophilia” project with “my corner” proposal utilizing 
drawing and diagrammatic thinking. 

4 

25.2.19 
Monday 

Mid-Jury | Pin-up?? 

28.2.19 
Thursday 

Digital submissions and exhibition preparations 
Desk crit or discussion?? 

5 

4.3.19 
Monday 

Urban 
Station 

Field trip in Aksaray 
Developing station scenarios 

7.3.19 
Thursday 

Research, analyses, drawings, diagrams 

6 

11.3.19 
Monday 

First proposals 

14.3.19 
Thursday 

Elaborating the proposals and additional analyses 

7 

18.3.19 
Monday 

TES Common Module 
(to be published, conducted and evaluated by TES Coordination) 

21.3.19 
Thursday 

Submission and exhibition (Together with “topophilia”) 

8 

25.3.19 
Monday 

SEMESTER BREAK 
28.3.19 
Thursday 

9 

1.4.19 
Monday 

FIELD TRIP 
4.4.19 
Thursday 

10 

8.4.19 
Monday 

Life and 
Production 

Studying life and economy of the visited town / village. 



11.4.19 
Thursday 

Studying life and economy of the visited town / village. 

11 

15.4.19 
Monday 

Devising conceptual proposals for the selected location 

18.4.19 
Thursday 

Discussing the proposals for the selected location 

12 

22.4.19 
Monday 

 
 

WORKSHOP WEEK 
25.4.19 
Thursday 

13 

29.4.19 
Monday 

Life and 
Production 

Elaborating the proposals via storyboards about before-during-after 
scenarios, statements and diagrams. 

2.5.19 
Thursday 

Elaborating the proposals via storyboards about before-during-after 
scenarios, statements and diagrams.  
Constructing the proposed life on the studied location. 

14 

6.5.19 
Monday 

Elaborating the proposals via storyboards about before-during-after 
scenarios, statements and diagrams.  
Constructing the proposed life on the studied location. 

9.5.19 
Thursday 

Reserve Week ?? 

15 

13.5.19 
Monday 

16.5.19 
Thursday 

Final Jury ?? 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 


