
The geography we happen to be is one of flows. For centuries and 
more so in the contemporary post-capitalist and post-colonialist 
world, many people and other living beings have been displaced 
from their homes. Some have left their familiar lands in order to stay 
alive or live in better life conditions. Some are left devoid of their 
rights to land or to the city. Other nomadic communities who regard 
a larger piece of land as home, on the contrary, have been made to 
setsettle at a certain place. All of these cases may be regarded as some 
kind of displacement and loss, resulting at many times, in conflicts 
and struggles within “newly” arrived places. Despite these 
displacements and material losses, people find ways of making their 
homes in language and alternatively settle in stories they tell. The 
stories may offer consolation, give comfort and hope, and 
furthermore act as tools of resistance and action for peacing with 
plaplaces and others.

This term, we will read, listen to and write peacing/piecing stories. 
Through a study of narrative and linguistic tactics of those, we will 
search for alternative architectures against displacement. We will 
learn from the fictional, irrational and even magical forms of stories. 
Within a hibrid language of architecture and literature, we will build 
peculiar houses which resist forgetting, destruction and segregation. 
We will search for architectures that behave like stories, those that 
arare carried and personalized, that are preserved in language and 
grown in imagination, that transform within its place of production 
and with its tellers and listeners.

This architectural design studio, which is in its 4th year as 
collectiveimaginations, approaches design as a transdisciplinary 
research across disciplines such as literature, art, cultural geography, 
urban studies and architecture. Each term we work critically, 
creatively and playfully through wicked questions, which are 
unnecessarily answered with a single and final solution, hard to deal 
with as they need to be understood in their multiple facets, and 
appapproached with intellectual and creative means. Each student is 
asked to propose new and alternative kinds of architectures, those 
participate in a collective imagination and suggest collective 
participation in the city. The working process in the studio also 
values collaboration and collectivity. 

In the first half of this term, the studio will participate in the 4th 
Istanbul Design Biennial by running parallel to “a school of 
unknowables” by Aslıhan Şenel, Aylin Vartanyan, Buse Özçelik, Elif 
Hant, and Susan Dunne. The initial works will explore the theme of 
peace in Beyoğlu through playing on the street and designing urban 
games. The second part of the term will start with a travel to a 
border city and continue working on peace through research by 
ararchitectural design.
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