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COURSE 
DESCRIPTION AND 
PURPOSE  
 

The Project III course provides the student with the ability to read, 
write, speak and listen effectively, ability to gather, assess, record, 
apply and comparatively evaluate relevant information within the 
coursework and design processes. Critical thinking - conceptualizing - 
interpreting - problem definition and problem solving are the main 
stages of the studio. 

The main objective of the course is enabling the students to perceive, 
investigate, interpret, and analyze human - space - object (product) - 
environment relationships in the context of Nature and Culture, to 
gain creative problem solving skills and to gain the expertise in using 
the fundamental terminology of the profession. Students can develop 
design alternatives in relation with the natural, cultural and 
conceptual context and by taking into consideration the structural, 
material, construction parameters related to the scale of design 
through this course. 

 
PROJECT THEME  
 

PERFORMING CITY /  An inquiry into the role of architecture in 
creative placemaking 

The studio will be formed by a series of design exercises aiming at 
conducting an inquiry into the role of architecture in creative 
placemaking. These questions below will represent main discussion 
and production paths of the studio: How do/can architects 
understand the intangible qualities and multi-layered realities of a 
place; how do/can architects imagine and speculate on alternative 
visions on a place and how do/can architects propose new kinds of 
architectures against the actual dominance of standardizing, 
homogenizing character of the spaces of global capitalism? 

 
SEMINARS AND 
WORKSHOPS 
 

Regular seminars on the process of design will be held during studio 
hours. Guest speakers will be invited to give further seminars on 
different topics from architecture and other disciplines and, Common 
Seminars will be organized together with the lecturers of Section 3 
and Section 5. 
Two Interdisciplinary Workshops will be carried on with other groups 
of Section 3 and Section 4, in collaboration with the students from 
Landscape Architecture and Urban and Regional Planning. These are: 
_ Common Workshop 1: From Databases to Urban Stories 
Section 3 and Section 4, MIM-PEM-SBP groups 
The workshop will explore the built environment from territorial to 

local scale. Supporting lectures on databases and mapping will be 

given. The students will collaboratively research the ways in which 

Istanbul’s built environment is structured and produce collective 

maps and models.  

_ Common Workshop 2: Layers of Landscape 

Section 3 and Section 4, MIM-PEM-SBP groups 
In this workshop the students will collaboratively produce planetary 

sections in order to explore the materiality and dynamics on the Earth 

and design structures that interact with those materials and forces. 

Supporting lectures on the material formation of landscape will be 

given. 



 
 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 
 

Other activities such as field trips and juries are considered to support 
ongoing projects during the semester.   
Regular field trips in Istanbul will be carried on during the different 
phases of the studio and, a field trip to Gelibolu-Suvla on 18-20 
October 2018 will be held with Section 5 lecturers and students. 
 

STUDIO  

 
Studio is a production space where all students learn from each other 
through discussions and presentations. The work produced will be 
shared and discussed in order to discover critical qualities related to 
the problem at hand. Students are responsible to discover the best 
means to communicate their ideas using drawings and models. 

DISCUSSION 

The works are commonly discussed in order to develop proposals of 
the students. Thus, the students are expected to develop a critical 
thinking perspective. 

PROJECT DIARY 

The students are expected to keep a written/visual log of their design 
process in a project diary; where they keep their sketches, notes and 
ideas regarding their projects. These project diaries will be included in 
the assessment process. The students are expected to use various 
techniques (drawings, diagrams, collages, writing etc.) in representing 
his/her ideas. 

EXHIBITION 

Each work is exhibited at the end of the process. 

ATTENDANCE 

It is important that students attend the studio and actively participate 
in all the activities/discussions carried out/held during the course 
hours.  

 
EVALUATION 
CRITERIA 

 
 Activities Quantity Effects of Grading 

ASSESSMENT 

CRITERIA  (as 

announced in the 

Course Catalogue 

Form) 

TERM GRADE (COMMON 

WORKSHOPS,  TERM 

PROJECTS, ACTIVE 

PARTICIPATION) 

5 % 60 

FINAL SUBMISSION* 1 % 40 

* Minimum requirements for final submission: 

 
       _ Mappings and diagrams revealing research outcomes and 
various interpretations on individual design thoughts and decisions. 
       _ An adequate expression of individual architectural visions and 
proposals with a research on drawing techniques and orthogonal 
drawings. 
       _ 3D expressions and models on different scales considering 
contextual and tectonic relations. 
       _ Storyboards, transcripts, serial sections, models, writing, etc. to 
explore and represent different aspects of design thoughts, decisions 
and proposals. 
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